Eleven clinically significant isolates of Branhamella catarrhalis grew well on modified Thayer-Martin medium and produced beta-lactamase, but did not grow on nutrient agar at 220C. Minimum inhibitory concentrations of vancomycin, colistin, and trimethoprim were found to be higher than the concentrations of these antibiotics in modified Thayer-Martin medium. The criteria necessary for laboratory identification of B. catarrhalis are discussed.
of nitrate and nitrite (11) ; and absence of growth on modified Thayer-Martin (MTM) medium (7, 12) . We recently analyzed 11 clinically significant isolates of B. catarrhalis with regard to these and other parameters. A 12th strain, obtained from the American Type Culture Collection (ATCC), was included for comparison.
All 12 strains were oxidase-producing, gramnegative diplococci which grew well on 5 X to Z were uniformly negative, as was direct fluorescent-antibody typing for Neisseria gonorrhoeae.
Unexpectedly however, and in contradistinction to the ATCC control strain, none of the 11 clinical isolates of B. catarrhalis grew on nutrient agar incubated at 220C. In addition, all clinical isolates grew well on MTM medium incubated at 370C in humidified 10% C02, whereas the ATCC control strain did not. Smooth, regular grayish colonies (2-to 4-mm diameter) were observed after 18 h of incubation.
Growth on MTM medium was of interest insofar as the definitive description of B. catarrhalis (11) stated that this organism was inhibited by polymyxin B and similar antibiotics, i.e., colistin, which is incorporated into MTM medium, and since failure to grow on this medium is thought to be a property of B. catarrhalis. For this reason, the minimum inhibitory concentrations (MICs) of the antibacterial agents incorporated into MTM medium (i.e., vancomycin, colistin, and trimethoprim) were determined for all 12 The importance of thorough microbiological characterization of isolates resembling B. catarrhalis is underscored by its seeming emergence as a human pathogen. Furthermore, it is obviously necessary to distinguish this organism from N. gonorrhoeae and N. meningitidis since B. catarrhalis is clearly found in sites indigenous to these bacteria and possesses growth properties previously thought to be characteristic only of the "pathogenic Neisseria," i.e., failure to grow at 22°C on nutrient agar and growth on MTM medium.
